
Actions and Siting Suggestions for Wind Farms 
 
 

The NEXRAD Program believes the best mitigation technique is to avoid 
locating wind turbines in the radar-line-of-sight of a WSR-88D.  This strategy may be 
achieved by distance, terrain masking, or terrain relief and requires case-by-case analysis.   

The WSR-88D Radar Operations Center is willing to assist wind farm developers in 
determining the potential wind farm impacts and siting alternatives.  While the NEXRAD 
Program has begun to learn about proposed wind farms via the Federal Interdepartmental 
Radio Advisory Committee (IRAC), this represents a subset of the wind farms being 
planned.  It also appears the timing of these notifications to the IRAC is after the wind 
energy industry has already invested considerable time and money in developing plans 
for the wind farms.  The NEXRAD Program would prefer the wind energy industry 
provide information on planned projects, new or expansions, to NEXRAD Program in 
advance.  This will enable us to estimate the potential impacts on nearby NEXRAD 
radars and offer suggestions on how to mitigate impacts (e.g., terrain masking, orientation 
of structures).    

Also on this web page is a file which shows the radar-line-of sight maps for the WSR-
88Ds in the contiguous United States. 

 


